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capital. .. [giving] special attention to the promotion ofpublic improvements.,,42 Considerable promotion 
about the initial meeting and the function of the Board of Trade was printed in the Evening Star-whose 
publisher, Crosby Noyes, was a founding member-helped the membership roll increase to 255 by 
March 1890. There were approximately twenty standing committees. Glover was elected to the initial 
Board ofDirectors and served on two committees: Parks and Reservations, and Universities-with 
purview over all schools, libraries, and art galleries.43 Although his term on the Board of Directors ran 
for two more years, Glover resigned from his role on the Parks and Reservations committee in 1896. 
This undoubtedly had to do with the additional work and commitments related to the fact that Riggs & 
Co. had accepted a national banking charter that year and his country home, Westover, was under 
construction at this time. Glover, nevertheless, supported Washington's parks, educational institutions, 
and the Corcoran Gallery of Art for the rest of his life. 

Charles Carroll Glover's Contributions to Parks in the Nation's Capital 

Charles Carroll Glover's predilection for nature may have come from spending the early years of his 
childhood on a farm. Yet, even after moving to Washington at the age of nine, he grew up in the city 
when most of it was undeveloped. At this time, the northern city limit was Boundary Street (Florida 
Avenue) and Washington County, beyond, was comprised of agricultural and related enterprises and a 
few country homes on large estates. As an adult, Glover was intimately aware of the development 
pressures that confronted Washington. The mid-nineteenth-century technological developments of the 
railway, the quick rise in popularity of the bicycle during the 1880s, and the introduction of the 
automobile at the beginning of the twentieth century undoubtedly heightened his perception that the 
countryside was undergoing irreversible changes. As one of Washington's preeminent local 
businessmen, Glover devoted much energy to preserving open space and establishing parks. His 
dedication to Washington's parks was so great that when contemporary political cartoonist Clifford K. 
Berryman illustrated him in a book of caricatures, he drew Glover wearing a dark suit and a white 
Stetson hat standing in front of the U.S. Capitol and the Washington Monument. In the foreground, an 
inset panel with a landscape included two meandering roads marked by signs labeled "Rock Creek 
Park." Glover stood with his feet apart and hands in pockets, and a roll of drawings tucked under his 
arm labeled "Plans for Beautifying Washington.,,44 

42 Elfenbein, Jessica, Howard Gillette, Jr. and William Becker, Civics, Commerce, and Community: The History ofthe 
Greater Washington Board ofTrade (Dubuque, Iowa: KendalllHunt Publishing Co., 1989) 1. 
43 Glover's interests may have been guided by those of his mentor William Wilson Corcoran, one of Washington's first 
philanthropists and the founder of Corcoran and Riggs. 
44 Clifford K. Berryman, Cartoons and Caricatures (Washington, D.C.: H.B. Thompson, n.d.). A copy of this book can be 
found in the Washingtoniana Division, District of Columbia Public Library. Berryman worked for the Washington Post 
between 1891 and 1907 and for the Evening Star from 1907 to 1949. 
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Throughout most of the nineteenth century, the Washington City Canal and the Potomac Flats created a 
noxious environment. These unhealthy conditions, in such close proximity to the White House, 
ultimately led the Senate Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds to appoint Major Nathaniel 
Michler to investigate Washington County for land that would serve for a new executive mansion and a 
public park. In 1867, Michler recommended the creation of a large public p!1rk in the upper Rock Creek 
Valley. Starting in 1884, the Senate repeatedly passed some form of legislation regarding Rock Creek 
Park, but the House consistently failed to act on the legislation. 

Despite the various official efforts, the designation ofRock Creek Park was largely the result of local 
businessmen (with altruistic and financial interests), especially Charles Carroll Glover.45 During the 51 sl 
Congress (1889-1890), Senator John Sherman (R-OH) and Representative John Hemphill (D-SC) finally 
succeeded in pushing the bill through their respective houses. After it passed, Hemphill, as Chairman of 
the House Committee on the District of Columbia, wrote Glover the following letter: 

October 1, 1890 

My dear Mr. Glover: 
The bill to establish the Rock Creek Park, which passed Congress only after the 

most strenuous efforts, has been approved by the President and is now a law. As it was at 
your request that this bill was introduced, setting aside this beautiful section of country as 
a park for all time, I desire to congratulate you on the final approval of the measure; and 
to say that without your earnest, intelligent and untiring efforts during the entire contest it 
would in my judgement have failed to become a law. 

Your valuable work in behalf of this great pleasure ground at the National Capital 
ought to be known and long remembered by the many thousands who shall hereafter 
enjoy it. 

With Sincere respect,
 
Most truly Yours,
 

John 1. Hemphill46 

In addition to the years of effort leading to the establishment ofRock Creek Park, the 1880s included the 
dredging campaign that solved the problems associated with the Potomac Flats. In 1872, the 
Congressionally-appointed Potomac River Commission conceived of the idea of reclaiming the Potomac 

45 "Won for the People: How Rock Creek Park was Gained for the People," Evening Star, Oct. 4, 1890.
 
46 A copy of the letter is located in the Washington Board of Trade Papers (Special Collections, Gelman Library, George
 
Washington University), Record Group I, Box 1.
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Flats.47 The recommendation was made on the basis that it would allow for better navigation; it had 
nothing to do with creating parkland. Despite the economic benefits, action did not occur for another 
decade. The flats began to be reclaimed in 1882. After much lobbying on the part of Glover and the 
Washington Board of Trade (fighting powerful railroad interests), legislation passed in 1897 that 
enabled all of the acreage to be preserved as parkland. Glover's role in this battle was well-recognized, 
and thus on the day President Grover Cleveland signed the bill, a member of Cleveland's staff sent a 
personal note to Glover informing him of the action.48 

In 1904, Glover donated land to the District Commissioners "to facilitate the extension of Rock Creek 
Park and the Zoo to the northern line of Massachusetts Avenue Extended.,,49 This land eventually 
became part of the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway, established in 1913 by Congress to connect the 
Mall and Potomac Park to the Zoo and Rock Creek Park.so 

As mentioned earlier, Glover donated over seventy-seven acres within the Foundry Branch Valley to the 
city as the Charles C. Glover Park and Playground in 1923. It is the only park in Washington associated 
by name with this important park advocate (and the land comprised a portion of his country home). The 
name of the park also reflected his belief in the Playground Movement. During the Progressive Era, 
urban social reformers across the country sought to "transfer control of children's play from the children 
and their families to the state."SI Reformers associated with the Playground Movement urged 
municipalities to build playgrounds on public land in order to manage urban youngsters. Because 
reformers believed supervised play altered a child's personality, this effort had broad cultural and 
political implications. Proponents held that organized play would enhance young persons' abilities to 
handle urban stresses during adulthood, lessen ethnic conflicts, and change opinions about gender roles. 
These advocates also sought to mitigate the widespread "a-social individualism" that arose from 
unregulated capitalism. The success of the movement was reflected in the creation of the Playground 
Association of America. Its organizational congress was held in 1906 and was followed by a well
publicized inaugural event on the White House lawn with accolades given by Strenuous Life champion 
President Theodore Roosevelt.S2 

47 "Improvements of the Harbors of Washington and Georgetown," 42nd Cong., 3rd sess. (Dec. 17,1872) S. Misc. Doc. 15.
 
Also see Alan Lessoff, The Nation and Its City: Politics, "Corruption," and Progress in Washington, D.C. 1861-1902
 
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994) 94.
 
48 Glover Papers, Scrapbook, p. 112.
 
49 Glover Papers, Scrapbook, p. 114.
 
50 Report ofthe Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway Commission: 1916 (H. Doc. 1114, 64th Cong., 1sl sess., 1916) p. 8.
 
51 Dominick Cavallo, Muscles and Morals: Organized Playgrounds and Urban Reform, 1880-1920 (Philadelphia: University
 
of Pennsylvania Press, 1981) xi.
 
52 The playground movement eventually got folded into the public school mission, which was the goal of the playground
 
advocates.
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In 1927, Glover donated 31.26 acres next to Fort Dupont in the southeast quadrant of the city to the 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission (NCPPC).53 The land was located south of the existing 
Fort Dupont and thus extended the park to the northern edge of Massachusetts Avenue, S.B. At its next 
monthly meeting, the commission thanked Glover for the gift. In his opening remarks, commission 
member Frederic A. Delano noted: 

There is no doubt but that Mr. Glover is responsible for Rock Creek Park. That was such 
a big achievement that some of the people thought we would never have to have any 
parks afterwards.... When Mr. Glover later offered sections of Rock Creek Park between 
the Park and 16th Street, there was not vision enough in the men in Congress to accept the 
generous offer. Mr. Glover offered the generous proposal to tum over this property at 
cost. During more recent times he has given us Foundry Run Parkway and he has been of 
the greatest service in connection with the Potomac Parkway... Now comes this bequest 
of thirty or more acres adjacent to Fort Dupont property, which makes it possible for us 
to round out what will be second in size and importance as one of the parks of 
Washington.54 

At the meeting, Glover was invited to speak to the commission about the past. He eagerly accepted the 
invitation and began his remarks by mentioning a current concern of his about the area around Fort 
Dupont. He noted that within the following five years, i.e., by 1932, all of the land within the District 
would be subdivided. He encouraged the commissioners to consider the ramifications. He urged them 
to contemplate a parkway with a road that would extend between Fort Dupont and Chevy Chase 
(comprising a portion of the contemplated Fort Circle Drive) and encouraged them to purchase any land 
that could function accordingly. He also urged them to purchase all of the land between Fort Dupont (as 
enlarged) and the District line and also purchase land along the southern side ofMassachusetts Avenue 
(SE), using condemnation legislation if necessary.55 Following his own advice, Glover donated another 
10.44 acres for Fort Dupont Park in April of 1927.56 

Glover's advocacy for a Fort Dupont-Chevy Chase parkway was ultimately more successful than his 
later efforts to establish a parkway between Georgetown and Tenleytown.57 Acquisition ofland along 
the fort-to-fort drive was in part made possible because C. Carroll Glover, Jr. and (his employer) Riggs 

53 National Park Service, National Capital Region, Land Record Inventory, Record No. GaOl 13.
 
54 "Stenographic Report ofMr. Charles C. Glover's Statement before the National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
 
Feb. 19, 1927," p. 1. (A copy of this report is located at the Historical Society of Washington, D.C.) A few months later,
 
President Coolidge appointed Delano as chairman of the commission; Delano served as chairman until 1942.
 
55 See "Stenographic Report of Mr. Charles C. Glover," pp. 2, 5.
 
56 National Park Service, National Capital Region, Land Record Inventory, Record No. GOOI19.
 
57 Robert V. Fleming, "Charles Carroll Glover-Leading Citizen of Washington," Cathedral Age Summer 1931, p. 23.
 
Fleming does not clarify if this parkway was envisioned with or without a drive.
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National Bank sold various tracts of land along the path to the National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission.58 

Corcoran Gallery ofArt 

Charles Carroll Glover followed the advice of his mentor, William Wilson Corcoran (1798-1888), and 
became involved with the Corcoran Gallery of Art in the 1870s.59 He was elected a trustee in 1887.60 

Shortly thereafter, the gallery needed to expand, but it was not able to convince an adjacent property 
owner to sell. Subsequently, Glover was instrumental in finding and acquiring a nearby site on 17th 

Street in 1891.61 In 1894, he was elected Treasurer of the gallery. In 1903, he became the Vice
President and three years later was elected President. He served in this capacity for the next twenty
seven years. 

Glover's friendship with Senator William A. Clark (1839-1925) began because Glover was willing to 
cash the millionaire's check for $60,000 on the spot, even though the Senator did not have an account at 
Riggs. Ultimately, the friendship enabled the Corcoran Gallery of Art to acquire Clark's extensive 
collection of nineteenth-century paintings, rugs, tapestries, bronzes, and majolica. Clark had made his 
fortune in copper mining, banking, and railroad interests, and served one term in the U.S. Senate as a 
democrat from Montana. During his term (1901-1907), Clark was also erecting the costliest mansion 
ever built along "Millionaire's Row" in Manhattan. He commissioned the edifice, in part to 
accommodate his growing art collection. After Clark cashed his $60,000 check at Riggs Bank, he began 
a friendship with Glover and became acquainted with the Corcoran Gallery of Art. In 1902, Clark 
loaned one of his paintings (Edwin Austin Abbey's Trial ofQueen Katharine) to the gallery, perhaps 
because his New York mansion was under construction and thus he lacked his own display space. 
Although Clark was not a major collector of American artists, he advocated their support and in 1907 
sponsored the Corcoran's first annual American Oil Painting Contest with Glover's encouragement.62 

Later Glover persuaded him to increase the prize money to $5,000, and eventually to establish a 
$100,000 endowment for the event. In 1914, Clark became a member of the Board of Trustees.63 

58 See National Park Service, National Capital Region, Land Record Inventory, Record Nos. G00413 and G00458.
 
59 Nearly complete after three years ofconstruction, the gallery was seized by the federal government in 1861 for a
 
warehouse. In 1869, the government returned the building to Corcoran. The gallery was incorporated the next year and
 
opened to the public in 1874.
 
60 Glover Papers, Container 1, Folder 17.
 
61 Construction for the new building, designed by Ernest Flagg, began in 1894. The new gallery opened in 1897.
 
62 Glover Papers, Container 1, Folder 20, Autobiographical Sketch, p. 13.
 
63 Although Clark rarely could attend the meetings because of more pressing business matters, he remained in frequent
 
contact with Frederick McGuire, Director of the Gallery, and Glover, the Chairman of the Board.
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The relationship between Glover and Clark ultimately ensured that if the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
did not accept Clark's art collection, then it would be offered to the Corcoran.64 When Clark's estate 
lawyers contacted Glover about the gift, Glover recognized the problematic terms of the will. In his 
typically fearless fashion, he proceeded to convince Mrs. William A. Clark and her daughters to donate 
funds for a new wing that would house the collection. Thus, the Corcoran was able to accept the gift; 
construction of the new wing, designed by Charles Platt, began immediately. In the December 11, 1927 
issue of the Sunday Star, Glover wrote a full-page article to announce the opening of the new wing and 
its collection.65 

Washington National Cathedral 

The notion ofa national church in Washington dates from the L'Enfant Plan. Its intended site at 8th and 
F Streets, N.W. was occupied by the Patent Office building (now the National Portrait Gallery and 
National Museum of American Art) in 1837. Talk about a national church arose periodically over the 
following decades, but action did not begin to occur until the spring of 1891, as a result of a Miss Mary 
E. Mann's offer ofland valued at $80,000 to serve as an endowment for a national cathedral. 
Subsequently Rev. George William Douglas and Rev. Randolf Harrison McKim, who represented the 
two most important Episcopal churches in the city, St. John's, Lafayette Square and Epiphany, 1317 G 
Street, N.W., respectively, discussed the idea with Bishop William Paret (Episcopal Diocese of 
Maryland) and began to look for a site around Dupont Circle.66 

In an effort to assist the project, Charles Carroll Glover called a meeting at his home on Lafayette 
Square on December 9, 1891. Bishop Paret led the meeting that was attended by Reverends Douglas, 
McKim, Townsend, and Elliot, as well as twenty-two local businessmen, including George Truesdell, 
Edward J. Stellwagen, Henry Davis, Senator Francis Newlands, and General John A. Kasson.67 The 
following year was spent devising a charter and looking for a site. During this time, Senator Newlands 
offered fourteen acres ofland, owned by his Chevy Chase Land Company, at the southwest comer of 
Connecticut Avenue and Klingle (Ford) Road.68 

64 The Metropolitan declined the gift because Clark's will stipulated that the collection had to be kept together and on
 
permanent display; the terms and the museum's limited space contributed to the decision to forgo the offer.
 
65 Charles Carroll Glover, "Clark Collection and New Building Interest Whole Art World," Sunday Star, Magazine Section,
 
pt. 5, pg. 1.
 
66 The Diocese of Washington was not created until May 1895. For a discussion of the search for a site see Richard G.
 
Hewlett, "The Creation of the Diocese of Washington and Washington National Cathedral," Anglican and Episcopal History,
 
Vol. 71, No.3 (Sept. 2002), pp. 360-367.
 
67 While Paret was serving as the rector at Epiphany, he officiated at Glover's marriage ceremony. McKim was Glover's
 
current rector.
 
68 This Cathedral site is depicted on the 1894 Baist map. Although free, the site was not ideal as it incorporated a steep slope
 
and did not include much frontage along Connecticut Avenue.
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On January 6, 1893, a charter was granted by an Act of Congress incorporating the Protestant Episcopal 
Cathedral Foundation of the District of Columbia, "to establish and maintain within the District of 
Columbia a cathedral and institutions of learning for the promotion of religion and education and 
charity." The bill was substantially aided through Congress by George F. Edmunds, who had served as 
a Republican Senator from Vermont between 1866 and 1891. Edmunds became one of its twenty-eight 
incorporators representing seven states plus the District of Columbia. In terms of numbers, real estate
oriented businessmen from the District dominated the group that included Charles C. Glover, Edward 1. 
Stellwagen, George Truesdell, and Alexander Britton. The non-local men were selected for their ability 
to raise funds; they included Levi P. Morton, William C. Whitney, George Childs, Marshall Field, 
George W. Custis Lee, and William Wirt Henry. 

A board of trustees, called the Cathedral Chapter, was established in 1894. Several incorporators were 
elected to the chapter, including Charles Carroll Glover and George Truesdell, a civil engineer and 
suburban developer. Over the course of the following year, Glover and Truesdell tried to negotiate the 
purchase of additional acreage next to Newlands' gift. Their efforts were unsuccessful and meanwhile 
the Cathedral Foundation's finances became problematic, causing things to remain in an indeterminate 
state throughout 1895. The following spring, the Rt. Rev. Henry Yates Satterlee (1843-1908) was 
consecrated bishop of the newly created Diocese of Washington. The fact that the cathedral was not 
built on the Connecticut Avenue site reflected the preference of Bishop Satterlee as well as Phoebe 
Hearst. 

Phoebe (nee Apperson) Hearst (1842-1919) had been working as a schoolteacher in Missouri when 
George Hearst persuaded her to marry him and move to California. In time, Hearst made his first of 
several million dollars from the silver vein that produced the Nevada Comstock Lode. He used his 
money to gamer political power and won a term as an U.S. Senator from California. Consequently, the 
couple moved to Washington in 1886. Phoebe quickly became one of the city's fgreeminent hostesses, 
but her passion remained education; she established the city's first kindergarten. 9 Her predisposition 
toward education made Rev. Douglas's effort to solicit money from her, in order to uphold the 
educational component of the Cathedral Foundation's legislation, a relatively easy task. In 1893, she 
pledged $175,000 for a girls' schoo1.7o Although the Cathedral Foundation struggled to organize itself 
in its initial years and Hearst did not like the Connecticut Avenue site, she remained committed to her 
offer. After the arrival of Bishop Satterlee, she had a sympathetic ally. 

The Bishop wanted to erect the cathedral on Mount Alban, despite its isolation from developed 
Washington. (It is important to recognize that the earthen causeway that carried Massachusetts Avenue 

69 Phoebe Hearst was also one of the founding members of the Parent Teacher Association. Alice McLellan Birney founded
 
the PTA in 1897 and was its first president; she lived in Chevy Chase, MD.
 
70 The value of $175,000 in 1893 is equivalent to $3,660,806 in 2004. This calculation, and all those subsequent, was
 
derived from www.eh.net using the consumer price index.
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over Rock Creek was not built until 1901.) Satterlee's preference for the Mount Alban site was 
wholeheartedly supported by Glover, who had stopped promoting this area a few years earlier, when he 
was accused by members of the search committee of favoring it because of his nearby real estate 
investments.71 After a concerted fundraising campaign, the Cathedral Foundation purchased its first 
tract ofland (thirty acres) on Mount Alban from Amzi and Julia Barber on September 7, 1898.72 The 
National Cathedral School for Girls, erected at the corner ofWisconsin Avenue and Woodley Road, 
opened its doors in October 1900. 

Over the years, Charles Carroll Glover provided unfailing support to the Cathedral Foundation. Lacking 
a space of its own, Glover offered the meeting room at Riggs Bank to the Cathedral Chapter, which held 
most of its monthly meetings there throughout the early years. Glover also served on its financial 
committee for years. He was instrumental in having Harriet Lane Johnston create codicils to her will in 
1899 and 1903 that be~ueathed a total of $300,000 for a boys (St. Albans) school on the close; its corner 
stone was laid in 1905. 3 In 1907, Glover ensured that the Cathedral Foundation was able to purchase a 
large, adjacent tract ofland on Mt. Alban (to the east) when its owner, Senator Newlands, tried to sell it 
to another party.74 

Glover also supported the cathedral financially. Between 1893 and 1930, he contributed $143,887.70 to 
the Cathedral Foundation.75 This figure included $75,000 (given between 1926 and 1930) to erect one 
of the four piers at the crossing, designed to support the central tower. In tribute, the base of the 
northeast pier (nave level) was inscribed as follows: 76 

71 See Glover Papers, Container 2, Folder 46. 
72 The tract sold for $245,000, which is the equivalent to $5,535,138 in 2004 dollars. The Barbers had recently acquired the 
land from the third generation of Nourse family ownership. In 1813, the English-born Joseph Nourse had purchased 
approximately thirty acres at the top of Mount Alban and moved there from (what would later become) Dumbarton House in 
Georgetown. After he died and the estate had been purchased by Baltimore investors, his granddaughter Caroline and her 
husband, Commodore Bladen Dulany, USN, bought back the property around 1850. They deeded the land to their daughter 
Rosa. She had married Thomas Chew and resided in Virginia. The Chews sold the property ca. 1890. 
73 Harriet Lane Johnston (1830-1903) was the niece of James Buchanon. She served as official hostess of the President's 
House when he was President (1857-1861). Thereafter, she married Baltimore businessman Henry ElliotJohnston. They 
had two sons who died in their youth. Over time, Harriet Lane Johnston established an important art collection and took on a 
great interest in pediatrics. 
74 See Washington National Cathedral, Chapter Minutes, Dec. 29, 1905. 
75 Washington National Cathedral Archives, Record Group 112, Box 3, Folder 8. 
76 The other piers were paid for by William Cabell Rives (Chapter Member), James and Alice Parmelee (Chapter Member 
and Benefactor), and Elizabeth Richmond Stevens in tribute to Henry Vaughan (the cathedral's second architect). Because of 
limited finances as a result of the Depression and the Second World War, the tower was not completed until 1963. 
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In September 1890, after years of lobbying by Glover, Congress established Rock Creek Park. The park 
ensured a convenient amenity, prohibited "inappropriate" development, and offered financial benefits to 
the newly-created Chevy Chase Land Company. In 1893, Newlands was elected to Congress and served 
for the next twenty-four years. Indicative ofNewlands, appreciation of Glover's passion for parkland, 
Newlands' niece noted years later, "Uncle Frank if not in the Senate was riding in the [Rock Creek] 
Park.,,93 Both Newlands and Glover were devoted equestrians and members of the Dumblane Club, 
established in 1885 to promote fox hunting in upper northwest Washington. When the club started to 
experience financial difficulties, Glover and Newlands led the movement to organize another club with 
expanded functions to include families and social events. Both men helped found the Chevy Chase Club 
in 1892 and were elected to its first Board of Governors. 

In 1895, the Washington and Georgetown Railroad Company (incorporated in 1859) merged with Rock 
Creek Railway (incorporated in 1888) to form the Capital Traction Company. Glover sat on the board 
of the former, and Newlands' Chevy Chase Land Company owned the latter. Both companies had 
operated along important residential/commercial corridors within northwest Washington. Both Glover 
and Newlands were also members of the Washington Board of Trade and served on its standing 
committee for Universities. In addition, Glover's participation on the Parks and Reservations 
Committee (1890-1896) and Newlands' participation on the Streets and Avenues Committee (1897
1898) would have kept them interested in each other's committee work. 

In due course, the two men were connected by marriage. Newlands married for a second time in 1888 to 
Edith McAllister. Her niece, Marion Everett Wise, came to live with him and Edith at the age of 
thirteen after Marion's parents died. Marion developed a close relationship with Francis and lived with 
her aunt and uncle until she married C. Carroll Glover, Jr. in 1916. 

Newlands's and Glover's career paths enabled both men to gain expertise in banking and land 
development. They also acquired a penchant for suburban development and ultimately decided to focus 
their attention on northwest Washington. Yet, both men held the more uncommon approach to real 
estate investment-they upheld long-range views and valued planning and beauty as critical to the 
development of Washington. 

93 Atwood, po 470 
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Anne Mills Archbold (1873-1968) 

Like Glover and Newlands, Anne Archbold appreciated nature and open space. Archbold was the 
daughter ofJohn D. Archbold, who served as vice-president under John D. Rockefeller at Standard Oil 
Trust and assumed control of the monopoly in 1896.94 John D. Archbold was brilliant, impetuous, 
aggressive, and disliked prominence. Inheriting her father's preference for avoiding the spotlight, Anne 
Archbold was an adventurous and independent woman, who used her wealth to benefit the public in a 
wide variety of ways. 

Anne spent part of her childhood in Italy, where she became enamored with Italian Renaissance art. In 
1905, she married Armar Dayrolles Saunderson (1872-1952) from County Cavan, Ireland.95 The couple 
lived at Foxlease Park near Lyndhurst, England.96 They were considered nonconformists because of 
their honeymoon in British East Africa on safari. They had four children: Lydia, Armar, John, and 
Moira. After seventeen years, Anne and Armar divorced and she donated the approximately seventy
acre Foxlease estate to the Girl Guides Association, the forerunner to the Girl Scouts in America.97 

Returning to the United States, Anne decided to make Washington her permanent home.98 In January 
1922, she began accumulating what would eventually total nearly seventy acres of rolling land located 
northwest of Georgetown College.99 Apart from Robert and Mildred Bliss, who had recently purchased 
the twenty-two-acre Blount Estate (which they renamed Dumbarton Oaks) at Rand 31 51 Streets, N.W., 
Archbold's decision to live above Georgetown was out of step with the current residential trend of 
Washington society. 100 The residence, which Archbold named Hillandale, was designed to satisfy her 
penchant for Italian villas. 101 Her desire to have a home reflecting the Italian villa-style, when Colonial 

94 John Dustin Archbold (1848-1916) was born in Leesburg, Ohio. After petroleum was discovered near Titusville, 
Pennsylvania in 1859, Archbold headed east and began working in the oil industry at the age of sixteen. In 1875, he 
organized the Acme Oil Company. It merged with the Standard Oil Trust in 1882 and Archbold became the vice-president 
under John D. Rockefeller. In 1896, Rockefeller retired, but Archbold convinced him to not make the decision public, and 
thus Archbold was not the center of attention during the anti-trust years. In 1911, Standard Oil Trust was dissolved and the 
Standard Oil Company ofNew Jersey was formed with Archbold as its president. 
95 Anne followed the wave of turn-of-the-century American women with exceptional wealth who married Englishmen to 
gain, in part, the status of a title. Although Saunderson was Irish, his ancestors were Scottish Protestants. 
96 The estate had an eighteenth-century stucco residence with three-stories and a Doric portico. 
97 www.trefoilnet.net/books/datelinebookJpagea.doc 
98 Her decision may have been influenced by the fact that her son John attended Sidwell Friends at the time. 
99 The initial land transaction (January 17, 1922) and the building permits were obtained under the name Anne A. 
Saunderson, prior to the official divorce. Thereafter, she resumed her maiden name and changed the surname of her children 
to the same. Archbold purchased a second parcel of land on June 28, 1923. She made her eleventh and final land transaction 
on January 28, 1927. 
100 Duncan and Marjorie Philips purchased 16.8 acres along Ridge (Foxhall) Road north ofNew Cut (Reservoir) Road for 
their country home, Dunmarlin, in 1929. 
101 In addition to the Italian preferences that she developed in her youth, Anne was partial to the Archbold family summer 
home in Bar Harbor that reflected the Italian villa style. 
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and Georgian architecture reigned supreme, also reflects Archbold's independent streak. The selection 
of Josephine Wright Chapman, a well-known woman architect from New York City, to design the house 
was characteristic of her feminist leanings. I02 Chapman used Guy Lowell's Smaller Italian Villas and 
Farmhouses (1916) as a source of inspiration for the house. I03 

Having spent the summer of 1922 in Bar Harbor, Maine, the family and servants arrived in Washington 
during the fall and lived in a tent set up next to the construction site. The following spring, the family 
moved into the servants quarters until the main house was completed that fall. lo4 

In November 1924,just as her family was moving into the main house, Anne Archbold donated 28.12 
acres of the estate to the District's park system in memory of her father. The gift was given following 
the encouragement of Charles Carroll Glover, who had recently given a portion of his estate in the 
Foundry Branch Valley to the District Commissioners. The land donation also reflects the National 
Capital Park Commission's primary means of acquiring land (from the wealthy private sector). After 
the donation, approximately thirty-nine acres remained attached to the Hillandale estate. In addition, 
Archbold had retained a one-acre, triangular-shape parcel ofland with two nineteenth-century wooden 
structures located at the western edge of the original estate. In 1947, she deeded this property, which 
became known as the Wetzell-Archbold Cabin, to her daughter Moira. lOS 

Anne Archbold's interests were varied. She was drawn to the natural world and was an active 
sportswoman (hunting and fishing) throughout her life. I06 In 1924, she installed the first occupational 
therapy and psychiatric equipment at Gallinger Hospital (later D.C. General) and financed the program 
until the hospital took it over. She also funded the hospital's first visiting nurse service. Archbold's 
parties at Hillandale were famous for their eclecticism; the key to receiving an invitation was being an 
interesting person, for example, Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, Gertrude Stein, Malvina Hoffman, and Noel 
Coward were among the notables in attendance. Archbold was the first Western woman to enter Tibet. 

102 Another example of Archbold's support of women was her role as an early champion of the birth control pill, which she
 
defended even though she was long past her child-bearing years.
 
103 See Archbold family historian Austin Moore's unpublished manuscript, "History of Hillandale," page 2. A copy can be
 
found at the National Capital Region Headquarters, National Park Service. Having walked through the property before the
 
house was divided into two units in 1998, it seemed to me that Chapman also used Frank Lloyd Wright's "pinwheel"
 
residential plans as a source of inspiration.
 
104 In 1995, Hillandale was listed on the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria B and C.
 
105 In 1937, the structure was recorded by the Historic American Buildings Survey, DC-l30. In 1991, it was listed on the
 
National Register of Places under Criterion C as the Wetzell-Archbold Farmstead. After her divorce, Moira resumed her
 
maiden name and lived there until her death in 1988.
 
106 See newspaper clipping, "Woman Shot Lion and an Elephant: Mrs. A.D. Saunderson Brings Trophies of the Chase on
 
Visit to her Father," in Papers of Robert Woods Bliss and Mildred Barnes Bliss, Series I, Personal Correspondence, Box 6,
 
Folder "Archbold, Anne." The article states that she gave two cubs to the Bronx Zoo. At the age of eight-four, Archbold
 
caught a sixty-four pound fish and thus won the Bahamas Winter Fishing Tournament.
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While building a winter house in Nassau, Bahamas in 1937, she met and became friends with Dr. David 
Fairchild. It was his long-time interest in the Moluccas (the Indonesian archipelago under Dutch rule 
also known as the Spice Islands) that inspired Archbold to finance the Fairchild Tropical Botanical 
Garden's first official collecting expedition. 107 After not being able to locate an appropriate boat for the 
trip, Archbold commissioned Thomas Kilkenney, a friend of her son John, to build a ship during the 
winter of 1938-1939. It was Kilkenney's idea to build a fourteenth-century Chinese junk, powered by 
two diesel engines. It was her idea to paint it in the Classical Chinese-style and name it Cheng Ho, after 
the famous fifteenth-century Chinese admiral-explorer. 108 In addition to funding the project, Archbold 
accompanied Dr. Fairchild and his wife Marian on the expedition. They set sail from Hong Kong on 
January 8, 1940. They had been exploring the Moluccas Islands for six months when Japanese 
aggression in Southeast Asia forced a premature end to the expedition. Despite the abbreviated trip, 
more than 500 different kinds of plants were collected and brought back for propagation and distribution 
through the Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden. The fearless Archbold then offered Harvard 
University's Arnold Arboretum access to her boat for another expedition. In November 1940, Archbold 
accompanied Otto Degener from the arboretum, Tucker Abbot from Harvard's Museum ofComparative 
Zoology, and Professor John Coulter from the University of Hawaii on an expedition through Melanesia. 
The trip ended in Honolulu and in May 1941 she sold the Chinese junk to the U.S. Navy for one-dollar 
and auctioned off most of the cargo to raise money for the United China Relief Fund. The junk was 
stationed at Pearl Harbor throughout the Second World War. 109 

After Archbold returned to Washington, she frequently visited and helped entertain convalescing 
soldiers at St. Elizabeth's and Gallinger Hospital. Eventually, her years of support at Gallinger Hospital 
resulted in the 1953 dedication of the new nurses' residence as Anne Archbold Hall. 

107 The Fairchild Tropical Botanical Garden was established in 1938 by Robert H. Montgomery (1872-1953) and named in 
honor of his friend and mentor (for his vocation) Dr. David Fairchild (1869-1954). The 38-acre botanical garden was 
established in Dade County, Florida; the only place in the continental U.S. where tropical plants could grow outdoors all year 
round. Montgomery was an accountant, lawyer, and successful businessman with a passion for plant collection. Fairchild 
had spent the previous four decades at the U.S. Department of Agriculture introducing tens of thousands of plants, which he 
considered of potential use to the country. The more successful plants he imported and cultivated include: mangoes, 
soybeans, dates, nectarines, pistachios, alfalfa, horseradish, types of bamboo, and flowering cherries. He initially planted the 
flowering cherries at his home in Chevy Chase, Maryland; their success enabled him to convince the Office of Public 
Buildings and Grounds to plant them around the Tidal Basin. The Japanese Government donated flowering cherry trees to 
the city in 1909, after it had learned of Fairchild's and other prominent Washingtonian's efforts to purchase the trees. 
108 The junk was 106' long, 24' wide, and drew 12' of water. With the engines running, it traveled at 8 knots. Fairchild 
discussed the entire expedition in David Fairchild, Garden Islands ofthe Great East: Collecting Seeds from the Philippines 
and Netherlands in the Junk "Cheng Ho" (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1943). For photographs of the junk see 
pages 72A-72B. 
109 After the war, the junk went to the Naval Academy in Annapolis. 
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Contested Planning: Arizona Avenue and the Three Sisters Bridge 

Near the end of her life, Anne Archbold was instrumental in ensuring that Glover-Archbold Park 
remained as parkland without a vehicular road running through it. Had the protracted battle over 
preserving the open space not been won, then the face of Washington would have been drastically 
altered. 

As part of the Permanent System of Highways Act of 1893 a 100-foot right-of-way had been proposed 
from Canal Road to north of Massachusetts Avenue Extended following the path of the creek in Foundry 
Branch Valley. 110 Named Arizona Avenue, the thoroughfare was depicted on Baist maps beginning in 
1894 and it also appeared on the maps that accompanied the Senate Park Commission's plan for a park 
system for the District of Columbia. In 1932, the District Commissioners agreed, in writing, to transfer 
the right-of-way for Arizona Avenue to the National Park Service, following the appropriate 
congressional legislation. A street closing bill was approved December 15,1932.11 The District 
Commissioners, however, never followed through with the transfer ofland. 

In 1948, the District began to discuss intentions to build a road along the Arizona Avenue right-of-way. 
Interestingly, the proposals always showed more than the prescribed 100-foot width. Congress also 
introduced H.R. 4849 for a freeway through the park that year. The road project was conceived in 
conjunction with the Three Sisters Bridge, which possessed an history older than that of the avenue. 
The Three Sisters Bridge was initially proposed in 1857 by the Army Corps of Engineers. The bridge 
would have spanned the Potomac River and gone over the "three sisters," three large rocks near the 
center of the river near the mouth of Foundry Branch, which gave the structure its name. 

In 1954, the National Capital Park and Planning Commission hired a well-respected urban planner from 
St. Louis, Harland Bartholomew. One of his principal responsibilities was to design an interstate 
highway system in accordance with President Eisenhower's mandate to bolster national defense and 
facilitate easier long-distance travel by establishing a national highway system. In 1956, Bartholomew 
issued a master plan for the Washington Metropolitan Area that proposed three circular roadways. One 
would run in an oval-shape around the city center, approximately one-half-mile from the White House. 
The second would reflect a four-mile radius from the White House, and the third would follow a ten
mile radius. llZ The plan also called for construction of an eight-lane Three Sisters Bridge, which would 
carry a branch ofInterstate-66 from Spout Run in Arlington County to Canal Road in Washington, just 

110 Although the State of Arizona was not admitted to the Union until 1912, the Territory of Arizona was separated from
 
New Mexico in 1863. In the 1880s, the territory was bustling with miners seeking to strike fortunes from gold, silver, or
 
copper. The name Arizona probably comes from the Pima Indian word "arizonac" which translates as "small springs" or
 
"few springs."
 
11\ Public Law 307_nod Congo (47- Stat. 747).
 
112 Only the third ring, the Capital Beltway, was ultimately built.
 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section _8_ Page ~ 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

Glover - Archbold Park 

Name of Property 

Washington, D.C. 

County and State 

west of Georgetown University. The Washington end of the bridge also incorporated interchanges with 
the proposed Potomac Freeway (eight-lanes running southerly along the Georgetown waterfront to the 
inner loop) and the planned Palisades Parkway (four-lanes running northerly along the canal to the outer 
loop). The same year, Congress passed the Federal Highway Act and promised to supply 90 cents of 
every dollar spent on highway construction. As Washington's middle class tax base moved to the 
suburbs throughout the 1950s, the 90-10 formula became extremely appealing to local highway planners 
and downtown businesses. The common understanding, however, held that people-regardless of 
where they lived-would continue to shop and work downtown, because they had always done so and 
thus the roads were critical. The Washington Board ofTrade, Evening Star, and Washington Post 
showered the 1956 plan with high praise. 

The next year, the truck route ofRoute 240 (or another four-lane highway) was proposed to run through 
Glover-Archbold Park; the highway also incorporated clover-leaf entrances at Massachusetts and New 
Mexico Avenues and Whitehaven Parkway. In 1959, the D.C. Highway Department presented the 
Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) with preliminary schematic designs for the Three Sisters Bridge. The 
commission gave conceptual approval, but cautioned against detracting from the beauty of the nearby 
Key Bridge or the Potomac gorge at this point. In early 1960, Anne Archbold, C. Carroll Glover, Jr., the 
District Audubon Society, and the Committee of 100 on the Federal City filed a suit against the District 
Commissioners to try to prevent the project. 113 A few months later, the Washington Board of Trade's 
Transportation Committee, chaired by Gen. James A. Mollison, issued a letter stating, "The Board of 
Trade... strongly recommends the construction of the Three Sisters Bridge.,,114 

Archbold, Glover, residents of Foxhall Village, and many other Washingtonians actively fought the 
proposals for the Three Sisters Bridge and a highway through Glover-Archbold Park over the next 
couple years. In 1961, Archbold and Glover filed an injunction against the District Commissioners and 
at the hearing testified that the bridge and the connecting roadways were violations of the public trust. I 15 

At the end of that year, a petition with over one thousand signatures from residents that lived around 
Foxhall Road was presented to Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall. In January 1962, Udall stated he 
would "throw the full weight of the department" behind the park advocates and added, "We've 
sacrificed enough of our parklands to highways already." I 16 In March 1962, Senate majority leader 
Michael Mansfield (D-MT), who lived immediately next to the park at 4500 Dexter Street, introduced a 
bill to transfer the right-of-way to the National Park Service. Secretary Udall wrote a letter urging 

113 "Court Upholds Suit by Park Road Foes," Washington Star Jan. 28, 1960.
 
114 Washington Board ofTrade Papers, Record Group VII, Box 115, Folder 1960.
 
115 It is interesting to note that on May 25,1962, C. Carroll Glover, Jr. wrote a letter to Secretary of the Interior Conrad
 
Wirth to establish a $5,000 trust fund in memory of his father to be administered by the National Park Trust Fund Board.
 
The fund was for an annual prize to be known as the C.c. Glover Award to be presented to an individual or organization
 
actively supporting the programs and activities of the NPS in the metropolitan region or elsewhere in the country. A copy of
 
the letter is located in the files on Glover-Archbold Park maintained by the Cultural Resource manager at Rock Creek Park.
 
116 Roberta Hornig, "Glover-Archbold Road is Opposed by Udall," The Evening Star Jan. 25, 1962.
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senators to pass the measure and the American Automobile Association testified against the bill stating 
that "the highway would enhance rather than destroy the recreation area."l17 The House subcommittee 
held its hearing on the matter a few months later, during which Director of the National Park Service 
Conrad Wirth testified against the highway and District Engineer Commissioner Frederick Clarke 
argued in favor of the roadway. The bill, ultimately, failed in large part due to Representative Joel 
Broyhill (R-VA), a proponent of the Three Sister's Bridge. ll8 After a series of design development 
meetings between the staff of the Commission ofFine Arts and the D.C. Department of Highways, the 
commission approved a plan for the Three Sisters Bridge in 1967. The design proposed the world's 
largest pre-stressed concrete span, 750 feet, and included six lanes for traffic. The acrimonious fight 
continued for a time, but plans for the bridge were eventually dropped. Months after Anne Archbold 
died, the District government ceded the three-mile-long, 100-foot-wide right-of-way to the National 
Park Service. 

117 8ih Congo S. 1457-6, Apr. 2-3, 1962. Also, see: "District Fights to Save Site for Parkway," The Evening Star Mar. 27,
 
1962; Grace Bassett, "Road Ban OK Seen in Glover-Archbold," The Evening Star Apr. 2, 1962; "AAA Backs Highway for
 
Glover Park," The Evening Star Apr. 3, 1962.
 
118 87th Congo H. 1897-8, JuI. 23,1962. Also, see Grace Bassett, "Rivals Debate Future of Glover-Archbold," The Evening
 
Star JuI. 23, 1962.
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UTM References (continuation) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
18 319706 4311436 18 319126 4309863 
18 319777 4311356 18 319047 4310286 
18 319659 4310977 18 319155 4310661 
18 319506 4309911 18 319455 4310878 
18 319452 4309816 18 319651 4311356 
18 319747 4309177 18 319522 4311600 
18 319713 4309060 18 319615 4311590 
18 319827 4308465 18 319566 4311783 
18 319590 4308460 18 319710 4311788 
18 319678 4308723 18 319751 4312073 
18 319482 4309221 18 319622 4312102 
18 319404 4309277 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The Glover-Archbold Park comprises approximately 221 acres in the Foundry Branch Valley located within the 
northwest quadrant of the District of Columbia. The boundary includes Reservations 351 (including 351 with 
suffixes A-K) and 450 (including 450 with suffixes A-B). The roadways and parallel sidewalks of 
Massachusetts, Cathedral, and New Mexico Avenues, and Reservoir Road crossover parkland but are not part of 
the park. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary of Glover-Archbold Park has been historically associated with the Foundry Branch Valley and 
was predominantly given to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia by Charles Carroll Glover and Ann 
Archbold for park purposes. The land is contiguous, apart from the four city streets that traverse the land, all of 
which existed when the gifts were granted. 


